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than she deserves, but I am not sentimental about it.
We were one corner of the chess-board. . . .

'When the day comes when right triumphs over
might, we shall hand in our little bill. It will not be a
complicated one. My plan for the future is a free nation
of Czechs and Slovaks in a free Europe.'

The Czechs have not confined themselves to peaceful
methods in their struggle. Before the War broke out
the fight was carried on underground cleverly and
courageously. Whilst the Czech representatives in the
Democratic countries, especially in Great Britain, had
to abstain from political activity in order to cause no
difficulties for their respective Governments, millions of
Czechs abroad continued the fight with the aid of friends
and sympathisers. They no longer had at their disposal
their army of two million men with its excellent military
equipment; political associations were forbidden; and all
efforts at political or cultural organisation within Czecho-
slovakia were made impossible by the German secret
police. Freedom of speech and the Press belonged to the
past; all persons politically active or in any way suspect
were placed under strict surveillance. But the national
idea of independence was continually receiving new
impetus, opening up fresh possibilities of development.
The faith of the people was so powerful and so profound,
that no Draconian measures could extinguish it. It was
obvious that the Czech question, was still far from
settled.

Hitler's invasion of Czechoslovakia was regarded by
the world as a fact which nothing could change. It was